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Pay Your Bill by Check, Debit or Credit Card. Log 
on to www.tiprec.com and Click on Rapid Pay or 
log into SmartHub or Call 888-999-0275.

Non-Discrimination Statement
 “This institution is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.”NOTICE:

The Brooklyn office will be closed on Thursday, 
February 18th from 8:00 a.m. till Noon for an 
all-employee safety meeting.  

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month
 Use wool or rubber dryer balls in the clothes 
dryer to reduce drying time and static. Wool dryer 
balls can also absorb extra moisture. These are 
an efficient alternative to dryer sheets, which can 
create buildup on the dryer’s filter and reduce air 
circulation. If you prefer dryer sheets, scrub the 
filter once a month to remove buildup.

Non-Discrimination Statement
 “This institution is an equal opportunity provider   
and employer.”
	 If	you	wish	to	file	a	Civil	Rights	program	complaint	
of	 discrimination,	 complete	 the	 USDA	 Program	
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint	 filing	 cust.html, or any 
other	USDA	office,	or	call	(866)	632-9992	to	request	a	
form.		You	may	also	write	a	letter	containing	all	of	the	
information requested in the form.  Send your completed 
complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. Department 
of	Agriculture,	 Director,	 Office	 of	Adjudication,	 1400	
Independence	Avenue,	 S.W.,	Washington	D.C.	 20250-
9410,	 by	 fax	 (202)	 690-7442	 or	 email	 at	 program.
intake@usda.gov.”

Five Ways to Stay Cozy This Winter
 Baby, it’s cold 
outside! When you’re 
feeling	 chilly	 at	 home,	
there	are	several	budget-
friendly ways you 
can keep comfortable 
without	 turning	 up	 the	
thermostat.
	 Here	 are	 five	 easy	
ways to stay cozy this winter:
1.	 Whether	 you’re	 expecting	 extremely	 cold	 winter	

temps or you simply “run cold,” an electric blanket 
can deliver quick warmth	 like	 a	 regular	 throw	
or blanket cannot. Electric blankets can include a 
variety of features, like timers and dual temperature 
settings	 (if	 your	 cuddle	 buddy	 prefers	 less	 heat).	
This winter, consider an electric blanket instead of 
turning	up	the	heat,	and	your	energy	bill	will	thank	
you.

2.	 One	of	 the	easiest	ways	to	stay	cozy	at	home	is	 to	
keep your feet warm.	Our	feet	play	a	critical	role	in	
regulating	body	temperature,	so	when	your	feet	are	
warm, your body automatically feels warmer. Try a 
pair of comfortable wool socks or house slippers to 
stay toasty.

3.	 On	 winter	 days	 when	 the	 sun	 is	 shining,	 take	
advantage	 and	 harness natural warmth from 
sunlight. Open	 all	 curtains,	 drapes	 and	 blinds	 in	
your	home	to	let	the	sunshine	in	-	you’ll	be	able	to	
feel	the	difference.

4.	 Another way to make your home cozier is to use 
a humidifier. Cold air doesn’t hold water vapor 
like	 warm	 air,	 so	 by	 adding	 humidity	 inside	 your	
home, you can feel a little warmer. A favorable level 
of humidity inside your home can also help clear 
sinuses, soften skin and improve sleep.

5.	 Beyond	 adding	 visual	 appeal	 to	 your	 home,	 area	
rugs	 can	 also	provide	 extra	 insulation	 and	 a	warm	
surface	for	your	feet	on	cold	winter	days.	Use	large	
area	rugs	in	rooms	where	you	spend	the	most	time.	
You’ll	enjoy	the	new	colors	and	textures	of	the	rug,	
and the additional warmth will help keep your home 
comfortable. 

	 These	 are	 just	 a	 few	ways	 you	 can	 stay	 cozy	 this	
winter without	 turning	up	 the	 thermostat.	Don’t	 forget	
the hot chocolate! 

Service Awards

 Pictured	above	 is	 Jason	Jack,	Accountant,	holding	
his	Appreciation	Certificate	 for	10	years	of	 service.	 In	
addition	to	the	certificate,	he	received	a	monetary	gift.
 T.I.P. would like to thank Jason for his dedicated 
service	 and	 for	 being	 an	 important	 part	 of	 our	 T.I.P.	
team.

T.I.P. Employee Food Donations 
Making the Holidays Merrier

 Pictured above are the food donations that Brooklyn 
employees collected for the Brooklyn Food Pantry. The 
Sigourney	employees	also	collected	food	donations	for	
the	Sigourney	Ministerial	Alliance.		 	
	 Our	goal	was	to	make	the	holidays	merrier	for	those	
less fortunate in our communities.

	 Pictured	 above	 is	 Dean	 Huls,	 General	 Manager,	
(right),	holding	his	Appreciation	Certificate	for	40	years	
of	 service	 and	 Ronald	Hoffman,	Director,	 holding	 the	
wall	clock	he	received	for	30	years	of	service.	Dean	also	
received	a	monetary	gift	with	his	certificate.
 Your cooperative would like to thank Dean and 
Ronald for their many years of dedicated service. 

Space Heater Safety
	 The	 following	 are	 some	 tips	 for	 using	 your	 space	
heater safely:
•	 Review and follow all 

manufacturer directions.
•	 Place	 them	out	of	high-traffic	

areas	and	on	a	hard,	level	floor	
surface.

•	 Keep them at least three feet 
away	from	flammable	items.

•	 Plug	them	directly	into	outlets.		
Avoid	using	an	extension	cord.

•	 Turn	them	off	before	you	leave	
the	room	or	go	to	sleep.

Budget Billing
 If you opt for budget billing, your account is 
averaged for your last year of usage. That amount 
is what you would pay each month over the next 12 
months. Periodically your account will be reviewed 
to insure that your monthly payments are keeping 
up with your actual usage. If you are interested, 
give our office a call.
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Shines on Solar
	 Thinking	 about	 solar	 energy	 likely	brings	 to	mind	
pictures	of	long,	warm	summer	days	when	the	sun	is	hot,	
the	sky	is	blue	and	the	fields	are	green.	But	solar	energy	
generates	 in	 the	colder	months,	 too.	 In	 fact,	 the	colder	
temperatures are actually good	for	solar	generation.	
	 According	 to	 Clēnera,	 the	 company	 developing	
Wapello Solar in southeast Iowa, summer months in 
Iowa	 have	 about	 three	 times	 the	 available	 sunlight	
compared to the winter months, which directly impacts 
the	 energy	generation	 capabilities	 of	 a	 solar	 project	 in	
any	given	season.	
 T.I.P. Rural Electric Cooperative’s power supplier, 
Central	Iowa	Power	Cooperative	(CIPCO),	will	purchase	
100	percent	of	the	power	from	Wapello	Solar,	currently	
the	 largest	 solar	 project	 in	 Iowa.	Anticipated	 to	 begin	
generating	 low-cost	 energy	 to	CIPCO	Member-owners	
like	T.I.P.	REC	during	the	early,	coldest	months	of	2021,	
Wapello	Solar	can	actually	use	those	frigid	temps	to	their	
advantage:	solar	panels	are	more	efficient	at	converting	
sunlight	into	electricity	when	they	can	remain	cool.	
	 Because	 roughly	 one-third	 of	 the	 year	 is	 spent	
with	limited	daylight	hours,	the	solar	panels	at	Wapello	
Solar	 are	 bifacial,	 meaning	 they	 have	 a	 back	 layer	 of	
transparent	glass	 to	give	 them	 the	ability	 to	utilize	 the	
sunlight	reflected	onto	the	rear	side	of	the	panel	as	well	
as	 the	 traditional	 front	panels.	At	Wapello	Solar,	using	
bifacial	panels	results	in	roughly	seven	percent	additional	
annual	energy	generation,	and	makes	the	panels	sturdier.	
	 Because	 bifacial	 modules	 have	 glass	 both	 front	
and back, they have enhanced durability. These panels 
are	 designed	 to	 operate	 in	 temperatures	 as	 low	 as	 -40	
degrees	Fahrenheit	and	withstand	wind	speeds	up	to	105	
miles	per	hour,	according	to	Clēnera.		
 And because Wapello Solar is located in Iowa, 
blizzards and ice storms come with the territory. While 
the	 front	 face	of	 the	panels	will	warm	enough	 to	melt	
away most of the snow or ice, the snow that collects on 
the	ground	can	also	contribute	to	the	energy	generation	
output at Wapello Solar. 
	 Snow	substantially	increases	the	ground	reflectivity,	
meaning	 an	 even	 higher	 percentage	 of	 sunlight	 will	
be	 reflected	 onto	 the	 backside	 of	 the	 solar	 panels.	 In	
this way, the bifacial panel allows for some electricity 
generation	 from	 the	 solar	 array	 even	when	 the	 panels	
may be completely covered in snow.
	 As	for	maintenance	throughout	the	winter,	crews	will	
monitor snow accumulation around the panels to make 
sure	 they	 aren’t	 being	 impacted	 and	 clear	 any	 excess	

snow.	Clēnera	 is	 able	 to	monitor	 the	 site	 performance	
remotely and can detect any issues that arise that the 
maintenance crew may not catch. The trackers have 
sensors to inform the trackers when the accumulation of 
snow	on	the	modules	reaches	10	pounds	per	square	foot	
or more. 
	 Located	 on	 approximately	 650	 acres	 in	 Louisa	
County and served by Central Iowa Power Cooperative 
(CIPCO)	Member-owner	Eastern	Iowa	Light	&	Power,	
Wapello	 Solar	 is	 currently	 the	 largest	 solar	 project	 in	
Iowa	and	 is	 anticipated	 to	generate	100	MW	annually.	
CIPCO	will	purchase	100	percent	of	 the	power	 for	25	
years from Wapello Solar.

Workers from Renewable Energy Systems (RES), 
the installation contractors for Wapello Solar, are 
pictured above installing the bifacial panels on the 
single-axis tracking system. Single axis solar trackers 
track the sun east to west, rotating on a single point, 
moving either in unison, by panel row or by section.

Solar panels used at Wapello Solar are bifacial, 
meaning the underside of each panel is able to 
generate some power from the reflectivity of the snow 
on the ground.

Committed to a Co-op Culture for All
	 Over	 the	years,	
you’ve heard 
us	 explain	 why	
and how T.I.P. 
Rural Electric 
Cooperative is 
different	 -	 because	
we’re a cooperative. 
Our	business	model	
sets us apart from 
other	 utilities	 because	 we	 adhere	 to	 seven	 guiding	
cooperative	principles	that	reflect	core	values	of	honesty,	
transparency, equity, inclusiveness and service to the 
greater	good	of	our	communities.
	 Electric	 cooperatives,	 including	 T.I.P.	 REC,	 have	
a unique and storied place in our country’s history. We 
democratized	the	American	dream	by	bringing	electricity	
to	 rural	 areas	 when	 for-profit	 electric	 companies	
determined	 the	 effort	 too	 costly.	 Back	 then,	 cities	
were	 electrified,	 and	 rural	 areas	were	 not,	 creating	 the	
original	 rural-urban	 divide.	 Newly	 established	 electric	
lines helped power economic opportunity in rural areas. 
Today, that spirit of equity and inclusion is a vital part of 
our	co-op	DNA.
Equal Access for All
	 When	our	electric	co-op	was	founded,	each	member	
contributed	 an	 equal	 share	 in	 order	 to	 gain	 access	 to	
electricity	 that	 benefited	 individual	 families	 as	well	 as	
the	larger	local	communities.	Each	member	had	an	equal	
vote	in	co-op	matters.	That	sense	of	equity	and	inclusion	
is still how we operate today. Your cooperative was built 
by	and	belongs	to	the	diverse	communities	and	member-
owners	we	serve.	Membership	is	open	to	everyone	in	our	
service territory. 
	 By	virtue	of	 paying	your	 electric	bill	 each	month,	
you’re	 a	 member	 of	 the	 co-op,	 and	 every	 member	
has	 an	 equal	 voice	 and	 vote	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 co-op	
governance.	This	ties	back	to	our	guiding	principles	of	
equitable economic participation and democratic control 
of	the	co-op.	(We	encourage	all	members	to	vote	in	the	
cooperative’s	 director	 elections	 every	 August	 at	 the	
Annual	Meeting.)
	 We	know	members	of	our	communities	have	different	
needs and perspectives, and we welcome diverse views 
on	all	issues	under	consideration	by	the	co-op.	The	more	
viewpoints	we	hear,	the	better	we	are	able	to	reflect	the	
needs of all corners of our communities.
Inclusion
	 While	our	top	priority	is	providing	safe,	reliable	and	

affordable	energy,	we	also	want	to	be	a	catalyst	for	good	
in our communities. Because we are your local electric 
cooperative,	 co-op	 revenues	 stay	 right	 here	 in	 our	
communities. In turn, we invest in our diverse community 
bases	 through	 charitable	 giving,	 educational	 programs	
and	more.	We	 strive	 to	make	 long-term	 decisions	 that	
improve and enrich the communities we serve.  
	 While	today’s	world	is	radically	different	than	it	was	
when T.I.P. REC was founded, our cooperative values 
have	stood	 the	 test	of	 time	and	remain	 just	as	 relevant	
today.	We	recognize	that	today’s	co-op	members	expect	
more,	and	our	pledge	to	you	-	the	members	we	proudly	
serve	-	is	to	promote	a	cooperative	culture	of	inclusion,	
diversity and equity for all. 
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serve	-	is	to	promote	a	cooperative	culture	of	inclusion,	
diversity and equity for all. 



TIPS From T.I.P.
Published By The T.I.P. Rural Electric Cooperative

OWNED BY THOSE WE SERVE
Brooklyn, Iowa

T.I.P. Rural Electric
  Regular Hours 7:30 to 4:00 Weekdays .....641-522-9221
  or Toll Free ................................................. 800-934-7976
  After Hours (Outages & Emergencies Only) ..641-522-9223
  or Toll Free  ................................................ 800-934-7976

                       website:  www.tiprec.com

February 2021

TIPS from T.I.P. is published monthly for members of 
T.I.P. Rural Electric Cooperative, 612 W. Des Moines 
St., Brooklyn, Iowa 52211.  

Pay Your Bill by Check, Debit or Credit Card. Log 
on to www.tiprec.com and Click on Rapid Pay or 
log into SmartHub or Call 888-999-0275.

Non-Discrimination Statement
 “This institution is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.”NOTICE:

The Brooklyn office will be closed on Thursday, 
February 18th from 8:00 a.m. till Noon for an 
all-employee safety meeting.  

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month
 Use wool or rubber dryer balls in the clothes 
dryer to reduce drying time and static. Wool dryer 
balls can also absorb extra moisture. These are 
an efficient alternative to dryer sheets, which can 
create buildup on the dryer’s filter and reduce air 
circulation. If you prefer dryer sheets, scrub the 
filter once a month to remove buildup.

Non-Discrimination Statement
 “This institution is an equal opportunity provider   
and employer.”
	 If	you	wish	to	file	a	Civil	Rights	program	complaint	
of	 discrimination,	 complete	 the	 USDA	 Program	
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://
www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint	 filing	 cust.html, or any 
other	USDA	office,	or	call	(866)	632-9992	to	request	a	
form.		You	may	also	write	a	letter	containing	all	of	the	
information requested in the form.  Send your completed 
complaint form or letter by mail to U.S. Department 
of	Agriculture,	 Director,	 Office	 of	Adjudication,	 1400	
Independence	Avenue,	 S.W.,	Washington	D.C.	 20250-
9410,	 by	 fax	 (202)	 690-7442	 or	 email	 at	 program.
intake@usda.gov.”

Five Ways to Stay Cozy This Winter
 Baby, it’s cold 
outside! When you’re 
feeling	 chilly	 at	 home,	
there	are	several	budget-
friendly ways you 
can keep comfortable 
without	 turning	 up	 the	
thermostat.
	 Here	 are	 five	 easy	
ways to stay cozy this winter:
1.	 Whether	 you’re	 expecting	 extremely	 cold	 winter	

temps or you simply “run cold,” an electric blanket 
can deliver quick warmth	 like	 a	 regular	 throw	
or blanket cannot. Electric blankets can include a 
variety of features, like timers and dual temperature 
settings	 (if	 your	 cuddle	 buddy	 prefers	 less	 heat).	
This winter, consider an electric blanket instead of 
turning	up	the	heat,	and	your	energy	bill	will	thank	
you.

2.	 One	of	 the	easiest	ways	to	stay	cozy	at	home	is	 to	
keep your feet warm.	Our	feet	play	a	critical	role	in	
regulating	body	temperature,	so	when	your	feet	are	
warm, your body automatically feels warmer. Try a 
pair of comfortable wool socks or house slippers to 
stay toasty.

3.	 On	 winter	 days	 when	 the	 sun	 is	 shining,	 take	
advantage	 and	 harness natural warmth from 
sunlight. Open	 all	 curtains,	 drapes	 and	 blinds	 in	
your	home	to	let	the	sunshine	in	-	you’ll	be	able	to	
feel	the	difference.

4.	 Another way to make your home cozier is to use 
a humidifier. Cold air doesn’t hold water vapor 
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the	Sigourney	Ministerial	Alliance.		 	
	 Our	goal	was	to	make	the	holidays	merrier	for	those	
less fortunate in our communities.

	 Pictured	 above	 is	 Dean	 Huls,	 General	 Manager,	
(right),	holding	his	Appreciation	Certificate	for	40	years	
of	 service	 and	 Ronald	Hoffman,	Director,	 holding	 the	
wall	clock	he	received	for	30	years	of	service.	Dean	also	
received	a	monetary	gift	with	his	certificate.
 Your cooperative would like to thank Dean and 
Ronald for their many years of dedicated service. 

Space Heater Safety
	 The	 following	 are	 some	 tips	 for	 using	 your	 space	
heater safely:
•	 Review and follow all 

manufacturer directions.
•	 Place	 them	out	of	high-traffic	

areas	and	on	a	hard,	level	floor	
surface.

•	 Keep them at least three feet 
away	from	flammable	items.

•	 Plug	them	directly	into	outlets.		
Avoid	using	an	extension	cord.

•	 Turn	them	off	before	you	leave	
the	room	or	go	to	sleep.

Budget Billing
 If you opt for budget billing, your account is 
averaged for your last year of usage. That amount 
is what you would pay each month over the next 12 
months. Periodically your account will be reviewed 
to insure that your monthly payments are keeping 
up with your actual usage. If you are interested, 
give our office a call.


